In the fall of 1962 and the spring of 1963, a study was made of the Acanthocephala of the Caudata found in Louisiana. This study was based on the collection of 202 specimens of Caudata representing eleven species. Acanthocephalus acutulus Van Cleave, 1931, was found in one of the 67 Plethodon glutinosus examined. Ten of 11 Necturus beyeri beyeri were found infected with an undescribed species of Fessisentis. The following description is based on a series of 75 mature worms (44 females and 31 males).
METHODS
The salamanders were killed with ether and immediately examined for acanthocephalans. The worms were removed from the hosts and placed in tap water until dead. They were fixed at room temperature in an alcohol-formalin-acetic acid mixture in the proportions recommended by Van Cleave (1953), stained in Mayer's carmalum, dehydrated, cleared in xylene, passed through xylenepermount mixtures and mounted in permount. All measurements are in microns with averages in parentheses unless otherwise stated. West (1964) stated that detailed examinations of acanthocephalan eggs have invariably led to a description of four enclosing membranes and that he believes this to be the standard number. Even though but three such membranes were observed in Fessisentis necturorum, four may be present. The "fibrillar coat" was not observed. This membrane, according to West, leads to much of the discrepancy in citing the number of membranes. He further stated that the fibrillar coat is extremely difficult to observe in fixed specimens. As only fixed eggs were available for study, it is felt that this membrane is likely present, but undetectable in the specimens examined.
Fessisentis necturorum is the first member of this genus reported from amphibians. While in several respects, such as body length, relative length of the lemnisci, proboscis length, and proboscis hook lengths, they are intermediate between the two previously known species, the specimens from Necturus form a distinct group and are considered to represent a third species of Fessisentis. 
